Long may our land be bright 
With Freedom’s holy ligh 


Protect us by Thy mig! , 


Great God, our King! 















Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotiéns. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold ere Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
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“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
ait ats Sei el 
For 1 Subscription 
Picture of St. Benedict — Portrays the saint with flowing white 
beard. He holds a crozier, a copy of his Rule, and a chalice from 


which issues a serpent (having reference to one of his miracles). 
Sepia. 7x10 inches. OR: — 


Picture of Pleading Heart of Jesus — Sepia print, with Act of 
Consecration and space for names. 12x16 inches. OR: — 


Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel — Hand-embroidered Brown 
Scapular. OR: — 


Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross with double bars, which 
has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. OR: — 


Devotional Booklets — “All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus’ and 
“Devotion to the Precious Blood.”’ 


For 3 Subscriptions 
Five-fold Scapular — Set of hand-embroidered Scapulars. OR: — 
“I Pray the Mass” — An excellent Sunday Missal and complete 
prayer book combined. Black or khaki binding. OR: — 


Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An inspiring biography of a 
humble daughter of Saint Benedict whose cause for beatification is 
in progress. Among the numerous favors received through her in- 
tercession, we recount the following: — 

“My husband was operated on about two years ago, but the wound 
would not heal. The doctors said he would have to be operated again. 
I had heard of this great Servant of God and had a Mass said in her 
honor. Four days later, to the great surprise of 
the doctors, my husband was better, and the opera- 
tion was not needed. I have been letting others 
read her book and will continue to spread devotion 
to her.” 


For 4 Subscriptions 


Picture of the Christ of Limpias as pictured. 
Sepia. 16x21 inches. 


Kindly mention premium desired. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual* Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Precious Blood, 


oozing in the Agony of Jesus 


from every pore, 
Grant me to love in all things 
the holy and adorable 
will of God! 
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The Heart of Jesus Triumphs by His 
Precious Blood 


ie 


VERY day, during the month of June, the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus has been in a special way the 
object of our loving adoration and acts of rep- 
aration. In that Heart we have worshiped the 
God of infinite majesty. We have found It an 
abyss of tenderest love, the source of all the 
Divine goodness and mercy. It has been for us 
the propitiation of our sins, the example of our 
virtues, the source of our consolation. In It we 
have found peace and comfort, hope and delight. 
From that Heart, too, we have seen welling forth the Precious Blood, 
the true Fountain of life and holiness. 

And now we are made to realize most clearly the intimate union 
between the Sacred Heart and the Precious Blood of Jesus by the 
singular arrangement in this year’s calendar of movable feasts, by 
which the feast of the Sacred Heart, falling on July 2d, follows im- 
mediately after that of the Precious Blood. Each, as an integral part 
of Christ’s Sacred Humanity, is worthy of all adoration and love. By 
their joint operation the Sacred Heart and the Precious Blood sustained 
the infinitely precious life of the God-man and thus enabled Him to 
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accomplish the great work of our Redemption. If, therefore, we have 
worshiped the Sacred Heart in a special manner during the month 
dedicated to Its honor, then, truly, we will be aroused with equal 
enthusiasm to pay homage to the Precious Blood in this ensuing month. 

Though it was the Heart of Jesus that prompted Its shedding, it 
is to the Precious Blood that we truly owe the very life of our souls. 
We worship the Sacred Heart because It symbolizes the infinite love 
which urged Jesus to redeem us at the price of His Blood. We worship 
the Precious Blood because It is the veritable Object which wrought 
our salvation by removing the curse which weighed upon mankind 
since the fall of our first parents, and ensured to us a right to a 
participation in the everlasting blessedness of heaven in an ineffable 
union with the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. The Precious 
Blood, in God’s decree, is the only antidote for the poisonous venom 
of the infernal serpent. It is the only means for the expiation of sin. 
It is the means by which Jesus triumphs in the souls of men. 

Jesus has been prodigal of His Blood. It flowed first beneath the 
knife of the Circumcision, and again in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
under the double pressure of the weight of our crimes and of the 
horror of them felt by the Divine Victim who was to expiate them. 
It flowed in rivers in the Praetorium, beneath the scourges of flagella- 
tion. It flowed amidst inconceivable pain in the crowning with thorns. 
It streamed from the mangled shoulders of Jesus while He was carrying 
His Cross. It flowed from His pierced hands and feet in the Crucifixion, 
and even after Jesus had cried out, “It is consummated,” and had 
given up His Spirit into the hands of His Father, the Precious Blood 
did not cease to flow. No, the Sacred Heart still contained a few 
last drops, and a soldier’s lance, cleaving the Sacred Side, made therein 
a gaping Wound whence gushed forth those last healing drops. 

Why was all this Blood shed? It was shed because Jesus willed 
in His Passion to be clothed with a garment of Blood in order that 
He might clothe the souls of men with a garment of grace in this life 
and with a garment of glory in the life eternal. The Precious Blood 
was shed to cancel the infinite debt of mankind to Divine Justice 
and to cleanse the world from sin. The Precious Blood was shed 
because Jesus willed to triumph by It. 

We are sinners. We daily offend God. But the Precious Blood 
that purifies us from our sins ceases not to flow to purify us ever anew. 
As It flowed in life-giving streams upon Calvary’s heights, so It flows 
today, for in every Holy Mass the Victim of propitiation is offered 
anew, and in a mystic fountain flows anew the purifying, healing and 
vivifying stream of the Precious Blood. There is Life in that Blood, 
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just as there is life in the natural blood that courses through our veins, 
That Divine, sanctifying Life flows into our souls through the mystic 
Sacrifice of Calvary, which is, as it were, the great Heart of the Church, 
pumping this Blood into redeemed souls. 

That Divine Life flows to us, too, through the channels which the 
love of His Heart prompted Jesus to establish in order to make us 
partakers of it — the holy sacraments. The sacraments derive all 
their efficacy from the Precious Blood. The infinite power of the 
Precious Blood in the sacraments is the cause of all our supernatural 
life, of all the advantages and all the happiness we possess through 
our holy Faith. To the Precious Blood we owe the grace of being made 
children of God in the sacrament of baptism when the reconciling 
waters brought us to a new birth in Christ. To the Precious Blood 
we owe the miraculous remedy of the sacrament of penance whereby 
our sins, the ulcers of our soul, are healed. The Precious Blood 
quenches our thirst in the Eucharistic chalice, and as a health-giving 
wine quickens, strengthens and brings new growth within us. 

But the merits and efficacy of the Precious Blood are not circum- 
scribed or limited to Holy Mass and the sacraments. In truth the 
efficacy of the Precious Blood finds its way into our inner life also 
by prayer, by the use of sacramentals, by spiritual reading, by the 
hearing of the Word of God, by every means which moves our heart 
to repentance and to a quickening of the Life of God within us. 

To the Precious Blood, in return for all that It means to us, we 
owe love, thanksgiving, adoration and reparation. We owe It love and 
thanksgiving because It has been the source and continues to be the 
means of our hope of eternal life. We owe It adoration because It 
is Divine, being truly united to the Sacred Humanity and sharing in 
the hypostatic union subsisting between the Human Nature of the 
Son of Mary and the Divine Person of the Eternal Word of God. We 
owe reparation to the Precious Blood, as we owe reparation to the 
Heart of Jesus, because It has been made unfruitful and unavailing 
in the souls of men by their many sins. Its infinite merits have been 
squandered, Its infinite value unheeded and despised! We owe It 
reparation, that the Heart of Jesus may triumph through Its efficacy 
and fruitfulness. 

What better means is there to offer love and thanksgiving, adora- 
tion and reparation than to offer that very Blood upon the altar? Let 
us offer It in atonement for our sins and for the sins of all mankind. 
Daily, yes hourly, God is offended by countless grievous crimes through- 
out the world. What a happiness is ours in possessing this wonderful 
means of appeasing God and of honoring Him infinitely! What a 
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power we hold in our hands when we offer to God the Precious Blood 
of His Son through the holy Sacrifice of the Mass! 

In the world today leaders of men are using their power over 
the masses to exploit and to destroy. But the Great Leader of men, 
who brought us hope in His Precious Blood, is still with us to save 
us now even as He saved us on Calvary. He is the only One who 
can save us, and He will save us by His Precious Blood. By turning 
to Jesus Christ, to His redeeming Blood shed on Calvary, to His trium- 
phant Blood in the Eucharist, the world can be saved from impending 
ruin. In the Blood of Jesus the world can find hope. By His Blood 
the Heart of Jesus will triumph. 

It is a heroic act to shed one’s blood for others. In the inscrutable 
decrees of God, His only-begotten Son made this heroic sacrifice. Our 
Savior did not hesitate, but offered infinitely more than the world 
required for redemption and salvation. One drop of His priceless 
Blood would have been sufficient to redeem the whole world, but this 
did not satisfy His boundless love. By shedding only one drop of 
His Blood He could never have given us sufficient proof of His infinite 
love. Therefore He shed His Blood with the greatest prodigality, even 
to the last drop, for our salvation and as a proof of His love. 

Much human blood is being shed today and much will have to 
be shed before the nations of the world attain the peace for which 
we so ardently long. Yet that peace will not come in the end through 
the blood of mortal men, but it will come and can come only through 
the Blood of the God-man, Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Herald of peace, 
brought peace to heaven and earth by His Blood. The sick world 
needs a supernatural remedy to heal its ills. Let it have recourse to 
the Precious Blood, the most powerful, the most holy, the most effec- 
tual, the most Divine means. 

Let souls flock to the Eucharistic Table to drink there the Blood 
of Christ, that as true soldiers of their intrepid Leader they may be 
ready to shed their blood in defense of His teachings. Let them imbibe 
there the strength to wage a victorious combat against the world, the 
flesh and the devil. Let the Divine Blood be honored as Holy Mother 
Church intends It should be honored. In her love for the Precious 
Blood and in order to show forth Its triumph, she has approved the 
solemn feast of the Precious Blood, which is celebrated on July Ist. 
This feast was instituted by Pope Pius IX to commemorate the triumph 
of the Church in 1849 over the revolutionary forces which had driven 
the Pope from Rome. It is intended to perpetuate to us the memory 
of that victory and to remind us that we must ever turn to the Divine 
Blood if we hope to triumph in the new battles the Church ceases not 
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to wage, as well as in those which are waged ins the battlefields of 
human souls. ar 

Among the direct means which are to be employed in worshiping 
the Precious Blood are meditation on Its sheddings, frequent adoration 
of the Blood in the Eucharist, the reception of It in Holy Communion, 
and, as already mentioned, the means par excellence, the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

May the Heart of Jesus, who has triumphed in the R-aemption 
of the world through His Blood, triumph anew in the solemn worship 
with which we reverence the Price of our salvation and in Its might 
may we find a sure defense against the evils of this life and a certain 
pledge of the everlasting happiness of heaven which It has bought 
for us. 





oe Ye and Sacrifice 


0-6 Ooo 


ULY brings to us the feast of the 
4 Solemnity of St. Benedict — a feast 
dear to all lovers of this great saint, but 
especially to those of “his own house- 
hold,” the religious and secular. oblates 
of his holy Order. To all Catholics, 
but to those in particular who have em- 
braced his rule of life, the contemplation 
of his great glory in heaven, of which 
this beautiful feast gives a faint glimpse, 
should be an incentive to renewed efforts in striving after virtue, and 
above all, in acquiring a more ardent love of God. 

All masters of the spiritual life lay down the maxim that love is 
fostered above all by the spirit of sacrifice. Without sacrifice, they 
tell us, there is no true love of God. The spirit of sacrifice is the 
touchstone and the foundation of a true Christian life. It is what 
Jesus Himself has called “giving love for love.” ( St. Benedict, there- 
fore, includes among his “instruments of good works” — those seventy- 
two “tools of the spiritual art” by which his disciples are to work out 
their sanctification — one which reads: To deny ourselves in order 
to follow Christ. This will be a most» fitting practice, not only for 
Benedictines but for all Catholics, during the month of July, which 
is devoted to the veneration of the Precious Blood.) 

“Greater love than this no one has,” says our Savior, “that one 
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lay down his life for his friends” (John xv. 13). This supreme 
sacrifice Jesus offered for us, showing the excess of His love by 
shedding His Precious Blood to the very last drop for our salvation. 
The generous shedding of His saving Blood preaches to us a most 
eloquent sermon of sacrificial love. But it not only speaks of sacrifice 
made, but also calls for sacrifice in return. , | 

Many Catholics think they are living a pious life when they 
daily say a certain number of prayers, assist fairly often at Holy 
Mass and receive the sacraments at frequent intervals. Yet at the 
same time they live an easy-going life, seeking always their own 
comfort and convenience, and the gratification of all their desires. 
Never do they think of practicing any real self-denial for love of 
God, or of exerting themselves to do a good turn for their neighbor. 
They forget that Jesus has said, “If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me” (Luke ix. 23). Jesus’ earthly life was a life of constant sacrifice. 

Because of our fallen nature, the spirit of selfishness and love 
of ease is strong within us. Yet if this spirit is allowed to dominate 
us, the true love of God cannot reign in our hearts. Let us hold 
it for certain that our spiritual life rests on a weak foundation if it 
is not permeated by the spirit of sacrifice. An effeminate, comfort- 
loving, selfish, pleasure-seeking spirit, which cannot endure any exer- 
tion for love of God or neighbor, is an enemy to the spiritual life. 

The threefold character of the bloodshedding of our Savior must 
be reproduced in our own life, if we wish to be His true followers. 
His first bloodshedding at His circumcision was undergone in order 
to fulfil the precepts of the law. For us, too, a spiritual “circumcision” 
is necessary, if we wish steadfastly to fulfil the will of God and to 
resist sin. There must be a circumcision, a cutting off, of our sinful 
inclinations, a pitiless circumcision of our sensuality, our slothfulness, 
our pride, our sensitiveness, our self-love, our curiosity and talkative- 
ness, if we wish to be faithful to our Christian duties. 

In the Garden of Olives our Savior suffered a bloody sweat in 
contemplation of the sins of the world, which weighed most heavily 
upon Him. In like manner, the thought of our sins and of the sins 
of the world ought to make us realize our duty of atonement and 
incite us to offer sacrifices and penances, to bear patiently the trials 
and hardships which God’s hand lays upon us, and above all, to take 
gladly upon ourselves the mortifications which our state of life requires. 
Moreover, it should move us of our own accord to deny ourselves 
many a pleasure which we might lawfully enjoy. 

Finally, our Savior shed His Blood most profusely in His Passion 
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from wounds inflicted by ruthless men, who took pleasure in torturing 
and striking Him. We can acquire the spirit of this bloodshedding 
by accepting patiently and without desire of vengeance whatever hard 
and distasteful things may be inflicted upon us by others, even should 
it require the shedding of our blood. 

Let us not think, however, that this love of sacrifice will condemn 
us to a joyless existence. Our Divine Savior, who directs us upon 
the way of suffering and sacrifice, desires most ardently that we 
should be happy. In the Eight Beatitudes He proposes many a thing 
that seems repugnant to human nature, but He adds in each instance: 
“Blessed are they...” The sacrifices and self-denials we practice for 
love of God will bring us true peace and joy. For by sacrifice we 
renounce the things which disturb the peace and repose of our soul, 
and acquire that peace which the world cannot give. 

The rose of sacrifice, however, which makes us true Christians, 
does not thrive in the soil of nature. It is a purely supernatural 
plant. It can best be cultivated by imitating the sacrificial life of 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist and participating in that life through 
Holy Mass and Communion. Every day, every hour, our Divine 
Savior offers Himself for us upon the altar. Let us, therefore, assist 
as often as we can at the Holy Sacrifice and with the priest offer 
the Divine Lamb, at the same time uniting ourselves with Jesus in 
His Divine act of oblation. Particularly let us place ourselves in 
the chalice and unite the oblation of ourselves with the Precious 
Blood. And this oblation of ourselves which we have made in the 
morning, we will carry into practice throughout the day by readily 
bringing whatever sacrifices may be asked of us in the fulfilment of 
our daily duties. Then our life will be permeated with the sweet 
odor of Christ, and will be well pleasing to the Heavenly Father. 

The institute of Secular Oblates is an association of Catholics, both 
men and women, who wish to make a more perfect offering of their 
lives to God and to share with the religious of St. Benedict some of 
the rich benefits of the monastic life. It is to the Benedictine Order 


what the Third Order is to the Franciscans and other Orders. Those 
interested are kindly invited to write for further information to: — 


The Directress of Oblates, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


o_o_—_C—.o— On 


APPEALS have been received from several Catholic Chaplains 
for copies of THE TREASURES OF THE MASS. The price of the 
booklet is 25¢, with a reduction for quantities of 25 or more. We 
will appreciate contributions to help us supply the demands for 
this most worthy apostolate. 
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The Eucharistic Heart of Jesus and Reparation 
see 


O SORROW of the human heart is more poignant than 
that of unrequited love. It was this sorrow that crushed 
the Heart of Jesus and caused Him to utter the mournful 
complaint that the ingratitude and coldness of men had 
wounded Him more keenly than all the sufferings of 
His bitter Passion. Gladly, He told St. Margaret Mary, 
would He endure even greater sufferings, if that were 
possible and if man’s salvation required it, if only men 
would return Him love for love. Then He asked His chosen spouse 
to offer and to procure for Him a homage of reparation by the 

practice of the First Fri- 

day Communion and the 
weekly Holy Hour, and 
to have a feast instituted 
for the special purpose 
of offering loving repara- 
tion to His Sacred Heart. 

This feast we are priv- 
ileged to celebrate each 
year on the octave of 

Corpus Christi, the day 
designated by Jesus Him- 
self, which this year falls 
on July 2. We ought, 
then, to celebrate it in its 
true spirit of reparation, 
especially by assisting at 
Holy Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion, and by 
renewing the act of con- 
secration of ourselves and 
our families to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 








N he a Jesus manifests to St. Margaret Mary 
sheets hens t spirit His love-broken Heart 
of reparation more neces- 


sary than in our days, for never was God so publicly and universally 
outraged and blasphemed. Who, then, will respond to the urgings 
of the Heart of Jesus and of His Church? Without doubt, all souls 
of good will, but particularly all Eucharistic souls. All Christians 
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of deep faith and ardent love feel attracted to and are lovers of the 
Blessed Sacrament. They ought, therefore, to consider the practice 
of reparation their special portion, for the following reasons: — 


Jesus in the Tabernacle is the Chief Object, the Model, and 
the Means of Our Reparation 


1. Jesus in the tabernacle must be considered the chief object of 
the life and practice of atonement, for it is principally in the Holy 
Eucharist that Our Lord is outraged, as He Himself revealed. More- 
over, profanation of the Eucharist is for man the most fearful of 
crimes, since by it he eats and drinks his own condemnation. It is 
through contempt or abandonment of the God of the Eucharist that 
nations forsake the source of life, pass fatally into a kind of practical 
apostasy, and in the end lose their faith and fall into irreparable ruin. 
The Eucharistic soul, grieved by this terrible abandonment and con- 
tempt of our “God with us,” the most holy Emmanuel, redoubles 
her efforts of praise, thanksgiving and adoration, to which she joins 
frequent acts of atonement. 

2. The lover of the Blessed Sacrament finds in the Eucharistic 
Christ a perfect model of the life of reparation; for, what is Jesus 
doing in the tabernacle if not offering continual acts of reparation to 
His Heavenly Father? From His Sacred Heart flow continuous acts 
of prayer. He intercedes for sinners. He atones for the sins of men. 
His Heart is always occupied in repairing the wrongs wevdo to God 
and to ourselves. His life is truly one of universal, perpetual atone- 
ment, humble and hidden, accomplished in peace and in silence,. by 
the most absolute obedience, the most complete abnegation, the most 
entire immolation of Himself. Oh, you who love Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament, study the sentiments of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. 
Take unto yourselves the sentiments of that Divine Heart. Jesus is 
still the Lamb of God, interceding for sinners. Will you not devote 
yourselves to reparation? Will you not devote yourselves to atone, 
like Him, with Him and by Him? 

3. Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is also the means of our 
reparation. The true lover of the Blessed Sacrament ought to appro- 
priate to himself by love and affectionate union the satisfactions of 
Jesus, and then offer them to God as a treasure belonging to himself, 
with which he is able to pay the debts of the whole world. Our satis- 
factions are without value if they are not united with those of the 
Divine Heart of Jesus; but when our lips are crimsoned by the Blood 
of Jesus, we give utterance to “the Voice which speaks more eloquently 
than the blood of Abel,” and so obtain mercy. When we offer ourselves 
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as one victim with Jesus, sprinkling our sacrifice with His Blood and 
tears, we merit to be heard because of the respect God has for His 
Divine Son, with whom we are one. 

Jesus, whose tender Heart cannot endure that the desires of a 
loving soul shall remain unsatisfied, accomplishes them Himself. He 
perfects the tribute of reparation which we wish to offer to His Father, 
and offers it in our name, so that nothing may be wanting. He thus 
completes the work of the soul who atones, and, whether by the 
merits of our Redeemer or by those of His saints, the soul’s task is 
accomplished. 

Gratitude of Jesus 

One Quinquagesima Tuesday, St. Gertrude saw that Our Lord 
had marked down in the Book of Life all the acts of reparation which 
she and her Sisters had offered Him during the carnival. “I will 
give thee,” said Jesus, “in return for all these services, a measure 
full, pressed down, heaped up and overflowing; for My human Heart, 
like thine own, feels more deeply the kindnesses shown to Me in times 
of sorrow than those I receive in the time of prosperity. I will admit 
thee to the table of My delights, and for all eternity will be grateful 
to those who show Me honor now, when I am persecuted in the world.” 

Jesus then admonished her to offer all her works of atonement 
in union with His Passion, from which they derive all their merits. 
St. Gertrude begged Him to teach her how to do this, and He 
recommended that she pray with her arms extended in the form of a 
cross, by which is represented to the eyes of God, our Heavenly Father, 
the figure of His Divine and crucified Son. 

Oh, how great and:ineffable are the goodness and mercy of our 
loving Savior, to accept from us such trifling acts of atonement for 
ourselves and for the sins of others! True lovers of the Blessed 
Sacrament will comprehend that their love and adoration, their praise 
and thanksgiving, cannot be complete without the spirit and practice 
of reparation and atonement. The wrath of God must be appeased 
by humble prayer, by voluntary penance, by the offering of self to 
the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, and above all by the devout assistance 
at Holy Mass and reception of Holy Communion. 

To recall often to mind and renew the spirit of atonement it is 
well to recite some short ejaculatory prayer such as the following: 
“My Lord and my God, I offer Thee all my prayers, my thoughts, 
words and actions, my joys and sorrows, in union with the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, in reparation for the outrages committed against 
that Divine Heart and in lave and gratitude for all the blessings 
bestowed upon mankind.” _ 
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Mary and the Faithful Departed 
ee Lor S MARY, from her nearness to Jesus, has imbibed 


many traits of His Sacred Heart, she shares, in a 
pre-eminent degree, His Divine compassion for 
sorrow and suffering. Where He loves and pities, 
she also loves and pities. Nay, may we not well 
say that all enduring anguish of soul and writhing 
under the pangs of a lacerated heart, are es- 
pecially dear to both Jesus and Mary? Was 
not Jesus the Man of Sorrows, and did He not constitute Mary the 
Mother of suffering and sorrowing humanity? And even as His 
Divine breast knew keenest sorrow, did not a sword of sorrow also 
pierce her soul? She participated in the agony of Jesus only as 
such a Mother can share the agony of such a Son. In the tenderest 
manner, therefore, does she commiserate sorrow and suffering where- 
ever found. Though now far beyond all touch of pain and misery, 
still as the devoted Mother of a pain-stricken race, she continues to 
watch, to shield, to aid and to strengthen her children in their 
wrestlings with these mysterious visitants. 

Nor does Mary’s interest cease upon this side of the grave. It 
accompanies souls beyond. And when she beholds those souls under- 
going their final purgation, before entering upon the enjoyment of 
the Beatific Vision, she pities them with a pity more heartfelt because 
their suffering is so much greater than all they could have endured 
in this life. See the state of these souls. They are in grace and 
favor with God. They are burning with love for Him. They are 
yearning, with a yearning boundless in its intensity, to drink re- 
freshment of life and love and sanctification, to be replenished with 
goodness and truth, and to perfect their natures at the Fountainhead 
of all truth, all goodness, all love, and all perfection. They are 
yearning, but so clearly and piercingly does the white lightyof God’s 
truth and holiness shine through them and penetrate every fold and 
recess of their moral natures, and reveal to them every slightest 
imperfection, that they dare not approach Him and gratify their 
intense desire to be united with Him. Their weaknesses and imper- 
fections, the traces in them of former sins and inordinate attachments, 
incident upon the frailties of human nature, still cling to them, and 
must be consumed in the fiery ordeal of suffering before their enjoy- 
ment of the Beatific Vision can be completed and their union with 
God consummated. 
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Of the nature and intensity of the sufferings of souls undergoing 
this purgation, we on earth can form but the slightest conception. 
Not so Mary! She sees things as they are. She sees the great love 
animating these holy souls. She sees their eager desire to be united 
to God, the sole center and object of their being. She sees that 
groping after perfect union, that unfulfilled yearning arising from 
their privation of the only fulness that can satisfy them and at the 
same time she sees that other deep sense of their unfitness, keen, strong, 
intense, overwhelming them and driving them back into the flames 
of pain and soul-hunger and soul-thirst, until they shall have satisfied 
God’s justice to the last farthing and the slightest stain shall have 
been cleansed so they may stand forth in the light of God’s sanctity, 
whole and spotless. 

Mary sees this terrible struggle and her motherly heart goes out 
in tender pity to these her children, washed and ransomed by the 
Blood of her Son, and she is well disposed to extend to them the 
aid of her powerful intercession. Her merciful heart goes out to 
them, these favored ones of her Son, all the more lovingly and 
tenderly because they are unable to help themselves. 

Now, one of the tenderest marks of Mary’s mercy and compassion 
toward her children, living and departed, is the brown scapular of 
Mt. Carmel. The glorious Queen of Heaven, in giving the scapular 
to St. Simon Stock, pledged herself unconditionally to preserve from 
the everlasting fires of hell all those who should die wearing the 
scapular. This pledge of salvation is truly a most marvelous promise 
and one deserving of all confidence, for Mary is able to keep her 
promise since she is able to obtain by her prayers anything she desires. 
Our confidence in the power of Mary’s intercession is based on the 
fact that she is the Mother of God. Her power is, therefore, incal- 
culable, for as Mother, she has the natural right to command her 
Divine Son, and surely the simple request of such a Mother as Mary 
could not be refused by such a Son as Jesus. 

Mary, has promised this most special favor and she would not 
make such a promise if she could not keep it. Furthermore, our 
Blessed Lady has made an extraordinary promise in favor of those 
of the Scapular Confraternity who will be obliged to expiate the 
penalty due to their sins in the fires of purgatory. To manifest her 
tender solicitude for these dear children, she appeared to Pope John 
XXII and addressed to him these words: “I, the Mother of Grace, shall 
descend on the Saturday after their death, and whoso I shall find in 
purgatory, I shall free, so that I may lead them unto the holy mountain 
of life everlasting.” She then laid down the conditions for gaining 
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this extraordinary indulgence, saying that the members of the Confra- 
ternity who depart this life in charity, who shall have worn the scapular 
faithfully and observed chastity according to their state of life, and 
shall also have daily recited the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin, 
or if unable to do this, shall have kept the fasts of the Church and 
shall have abstained from the use of meat on Wednesdays and Satur- 
days, unless a festival, such as Christmas, should occur on these days, 
would merit to be assisted by her continual intercession, suffrages and 
merits, and to be delivered on the Saturday following their death.* 

This promise of a speedy delivery from purgatory is one of the 
greatest favors we can obtain. If we only realized that the slightest 
suffering of purgatory exceeds beyond compare the greatest torments 
conceivable here on earth, we would deem ourselves extremely fortunate 
to merit it by fulfilling the three easy conditions given above. And 
Mary, in requiring us to merit such a favor, enhances her gift because 
she thereby enables us to gain a higher place in heaven. 

The feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, which we celebrate on 
July 16th, is truly one of Mary’s most beautiful feasts and one of the 
most joyful for her children. If there be any who have been negligent 
in wearing the scapular after having been enrolled in it, or any who 
perhaps have never availed themselves of this great grace, this feast 
should remind them of the great privileges accorded to the brown 
scapular and encourage them to hasten to avail themselves of them. 


*Recitation of the Divine Office or Monastic Office fulfils this con- 
dition, with proper intention. Those who cannot recite the Office must 
have permission from a priest with the proper faculty to substitute 
abstinence on Wednesdays and Saturdays. If unable to keep the fast 
and abstinence on the days required, this condition can be commuted to 
some other prayer or good work by any confessor, provided permission 
has been obtained from a priest with the proper faculty to substitute 
abstinence on Wednesdays and Saturdays for the recitation of the Office. 


>_ll_Cao Ooo 

H EARTFELT THANKS to all our dear readers who so generously 

responded to Father Mateo’s appeal for hours of Night 
Adoration for the intentions of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII. 
A few were so generous as to promise an hour every night during 
the month of June. Many promised a weekly hour, in addition 
to the Hour on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, while very many 
others most gladly offered their Hour in June and will offer an 
extra one on the Feast of the Sacred Heart. Some, too, offered 
Holy Masses and Communions. Surely this proof of devotedness 
will touch the heart of our Holy Father, and your prayers will 
be a great source of strength and comfort to him. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints: 


Continued 
ah ale 
Perpetuity and Indefectibility of the Church 
NOTHER glorious attribute which Christ conferred upon His 


existence of the Church until the end of time. Intimately linked 
with this is the attribute of indefectibility, which guarantees for all 
time the perfect preservation of the essential characteristics of the 
Church. That is to say, it guarantees that the Church will continue 
to exist forever just as Christ founded it, and will never undergo any 
essential change which would make it different from what it was 
originally. By virtue of this attribute, the Church can never become 
corrupt in faith or in morals; it can never lose the Apostolic. hier- 
archy, nor the sacraments through which Christ communicates His 
grace to souls. For if the Church were to undergo a substantial 
change in any one of these essential matters, it would no longer be 
the society founded by Christ, and would no longer be capable of 
accomplishing the work for which Christ founded it. Christ established 
the Church that it might sanctify men, and this it could not do if it 
could ever set up a corrupt standard of morals. He established it 
to proclaim His revelation to the world, and charged all men to listen 
to its voice under pain of damnation; but if the Church were capable 
of error even in the smallest point, such a charge would be impossible. 
Finally, Christ committed to the Church the means of salvation, and 
if it were to lose the sacraments or the priesthood it could no longer 
dispense to men the treasures of grace. 

Christ expressly promised to His Church the gift of perpetuity 
and indefectibility when He declared that the gates of hell should 
never prevail against it, and when He promised that He would remain 
with it until the end of time. The innumerable vicissitudes through 
which the Catholic Church has passed victoriously during the nearly 
two thousand years since Christ made these promises prove beyond 
doubt that it is a Divine institution, for no merely human institution 
could have survived such terrible trials or accomplished such amazing 
results against such odds. 

A brief review of the Church’s history will show how gloriously 


Church is that of perpetuity, a special gift which insures the 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 81 


she has shown forth her perpetuity and indefectibility throughout the 
nineteen centuries of her existence by her innumerable triumphs over 
the powers of evil. We borrow for this purpose some excerpts from 
the inspiring pastoral letter of the late Bishop Corbett of Crookston, 
Minnesota on the Triumphs of the Church: 

“To overcome stupendous and, humanly speaking, insurmountable 
obstacles on the part of her propagators, of the people to be converted, 
and of her doctrine: this was the gigantic task that faced the infant 
Church. Her propagators constituted, originally, a band of twelve 
poor, illiterate fishermen, lacking human power, natural eloquence and 
worldly influence, possessing no other arms than the Cross of Christ 
and the truth of His doctrine. The people whom they must convert 
had sunk to the depths of corruption; monstrous immorality and de- 
grading divorce reigned supreme. The religion they preached com- 
prised a system of truths incomprehensible to human intelligence, 
a rigid code of morals quite adverse to natural inclinations and to 
ancient and cherished customs; precepts contrary to human pride; 
duties most difficult to accomplish — and all in opposition to the 
recognized pagan religion of the Roman Empire, 

“The divinely commissioned Apostles, with a mission like unto 
Christ’s, went forth as ‘lambs amidst wolves’ to convert the world... 
Their mission was to confound the learned of Greece and Rome, to over- 
throw the sanctioned national religion sustained by mighty human 
power, to bring the world to the foot of the Cross... Christ’s standard 
was ultimately established on the ruins of gigantic paganism — heathen 
Rome had become Christian Rome, Peter, Christ’s first Vicar in the 
militant Church and Prince of the Apostles, made Rome the seat of the 
universal and indestructible empire of the Church...” 

‘“‘Were her strength but human, the infant Church would naturally 
have been destroyed in her cradle by the immense pagan power as she 
stood on the enemy’s domain; but, as her Founder, so the Church in 
her Divine strength rises from the grave of persecution and marches: 
calmly on... 

“No less a prodigy is the preservation of the Church throughout. 
the centuries. Her history forms one continued series of bitter contests. 
with powerful and crafty enemies, whose entire physical and intellectual 
forces are cunningly employed to eradicate her doctrine, extinguish the 
spirit of her holiness and crush her reign forever. During the first 
three centuries the tremendous forces of old Rome and the brilliant. 
intellects of Greece assailed the Church with all possible might and 
intrigue. Witness those ten successive persecutions from Nero to Dio- 
cletian, unparalleled in history for atrocity, any one of which might 
well have sufficed to demolish any human institution... The entire 
kingdom of Satan seemed to have conspired together in an effort to 
destroy the Church. All in vain — for Jesus Christ has said: ‘I have 
overcome the world.’ 


“The vast majority of Christians surrendered their possessions, 
their liberty and their lives for the name of Christ. For three long 
centuries they were compelled to worship God in secret places and in. 
the Roman catacombs at the peril of their lives. .. 
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“For more than two centuries, successive hordes of fierce barbar- 
ians spread consternation, desolation and ruin, after the year 400 of 
the Christian era. Pillaged cities, demolished churches, and destroyed 
populaces marked their devastating march. All society seemed to be 
shaken to its very base, and darkness and terror covered the land. 
But the Church of God was far from suffering death; on the contrary, 
she began to convert the ferocious invaders. The historian, moreover, 
is not unacquainted with the frightful struggle of a thousand years 
between the Cross and the Crescent, between the Church and Moham- 
medanism, which threatened to engulf civilized Europe and ruin Chris- 
tianity. The Catholic Church it was that warded off the impending 
danger by urging Christians to unite in holy brotherhood in defense 
of their religion and their country through the blessed Crusades. 

“More devastating still were the heresies, those hideous plagues 
that originated in the very bosom of the Church and purposed the rejec- 
tion of one or more of the articles of the faith which Christ had com- 
manded the Church to preserve entire and unadulterated... Dark and 
threatening clouds the schisms brought over the Church, whose legiti- 
mate pastors schismatics refused to recognize and obey: the schism of 
the Novatians in the third century, that of the Greeks in the ninth and 
tenth centuries, and the so-called Western Schism, which divided the 
Church for seventy years on the subject of papal power. 

“The pretended reformation, at the instigation of a fallen, bold, 
rebellious, licentious, intemperate and proud man, the religious up- 
heaval of the sixteenth century, with its exterior and interior arms, 
loudly and vaingloriously proclaimed that the day of doom had dawned 
for the Church of Rome. The religious revolutions of the period were 
promoted by men who were reared under the fostering care of the 
Church, but nevertheless revolted against her time-honored authority, 
exulting over her fancied destruction and the glory of the new order 
of things. Germany, England, Scotland, Sweden, Denmark, and other 
smaller countries cast off the authority of the Church and shattered the 
unity of faith. Their rulers united in their persons both civil authority 
and spiritual authority, the latter of which belongs exclusively to the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ, the Pope of Rome. This rebellion against the 
authority of the Church has engendered that spirit of revolt and that 
attitude of unbelief which are the standing curses of the age. 

“The fierce attacks of the infidels of France against constituted 
spiritual authority, under the pretense of emancipation of the human 
mind; the French Revolution, under which the Church was violently, 
though vainly, fought against; Napoleon, dragging the venerable Pontiff 
Pius VII into exile; the persecutions of the Church in Germany under 
Bismarck, the relentless and remorseless tyrant who wished to drive 
Catholicity out of Germany — all such onslaughts prove the Church, 
sustained by God, to be an impregnable fortress of power, strength, 
and lasting durability... 

“In our own century, with its vaunted enlightenment and progress, 
though teeming with luxury, sensuality, love of money, graft, pleasure- 
seeking, free love, divorce, crime, godlessness and irreligion, the inde- 
fectibility of the Church excites no less the wonder of thoughtful minds. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 83 


Nations in their impotent rage and powerlessness, secret organizations 
in their fruitless intrigues, loving darkness rather than light, leave 
nothing untried to place the last sod on her Godlike, hallowed and 
time-honored brow... 

“Inborn hatred, jealousy and fear at the tremendous spiritual and 
material progress of the Church constitute the causes of the anti- 
Catholic crusades which spring up spasmodically through the ages. 
It is an age in which sensuous periodicals present to the public calum- 
nies of the deepest dye, ever refuted still ever renewed; an age in 
which a lying and godless press, unfaithful to the Church, its foundress, 
and unmindful of its one high mission of spreading the truth, dis- 
gracefully lucre-stricken in its craving spirit of catering to depraved 
passions, dares attack, misrepresent and falsify, shamelessly and 
bare-facedly, the one true Catholic Church. No lie is too monstrous, 
no calumny too base, no insult too stupid for this corrupt press in its 
effort to undermine, degrade and caricature the Church of Rome in 
its truthfulness, its universally recognized well-doing, its splendor, 
magnificence and glory... 

“Still the Church of Rome... comes out of the battle stronger 
and more glorious than ever. Persecution but advances her progress 
and extends her empire... The venerable Church of ages, coming forth 
from the breath of Christ, her Divine Founder, in her wonderful sta- 
bility, in the face of all-conquering time, lasts, solitary and alone, 
as a solid pillar of strength amidst universal change, revolution and 
ruin, as a standing monument, not sustained by the smile, flattery 
and influence of the world, witnessing the birth and death of re- 
nowned individuals, of remarkable events, of great nations. The 
ravages of time diminish not her splendor; the Church, ever old but 
ever new, the one institution that changes not... proof that the 
Church realizes to the last iota the infallible words of Christ: ‘The 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’”’ 


Let us add to this a tribute recently paid to the Church by a 
non-Catholic columnist in one of our southern papers, testifying to 
the indefectibility of the Church: “The Church has encountered many 
schisms on its long road from the days of St. Peter to the Pope of 
today. There is in her a vitality which nothing has seriously menaced 
and a leadership made wise by the wisdom of long experience. What 
a long procession of kings and conquerors she has seen come and go! 
As a result of this war, political institutions have already tumbled 
and more will fall before it is finished, but the Catholic Church is 
built on a firmer foundation than any political institution. The Church 
has lived long enough to see almost every nation of Europe a democ- 
racy and a monarchy, and she has seen some of them change more 
than once... Through it all she has carried the lamp by whose light 
Europe found its way out of darkness. No matter what your faith 
or unfaith may be, of one thing you may be certain: Whatever hap- 
pens in this war, it will not happen to the Catholic Church. It will be 
here when the storm of battle passes just as surely as the mountain will 
remain when the storm-wrack which now hides its top is blown away.” 

Truly, in thinking of the Church we are reminded of Lord Byron’s 
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“Apostrophe to the Ocean”: “Time writes no wrinkles on thy azure 
brow, Such as creation’s dawn beheld, thou rollest now.’’ Such as 
she was at her creation the Church is now, and such she will be when 
the mighty curtain falls on the drama of time and she begins her 
eternal, triumphant reign in the glorious kingdom of her Divine 
Spouse. To be continued 





Think of Him and He Will Think of You 
a ot ot 

| Y DAUGHTER,” Jesus said to a favored soul one morning 
| after Holy Communion, “see, My Heart is full of graces 
and no one asks Me for them. Always I must keep 
them to Myself. Favors — oh, yes, people ask for only 
too many of them, but only for things of secondary 
importance, for material gifts, so that I would in many 
instances be cruel were I to grant them, because they 
would be harmful to their souls; but spiritual favors — 
such as to love Me, no longer to offend Me, or the grace to overcome 
self-love and temptation, to practice virtues — only very few ask 
for these.” 

Might not Jesus have cause to utter the same complaint in regard 
to many families who enthrone Him in their homes? Too often the 
Enthronement is made principally from human motives — to obtain 
special favors or to win the protection of the Sacred Heart. The 
graces asked for are generally temporal ones. People consider the 
Ceremony as a kind of “lightning conductor” that will keep off troubles 
and misfortunes from their home. There is no harm, of course, in such 
intentions, provided they are kept in proper bounds. The God of Love 
usually draws us to Himself by human means. That is why He made 
those well-known promises to St. Margaret Mary. But such motives 
should never really satisfy our souls. 

Indeed, we could not love God for Himself if He were not good 
to us. The benefits we receive from Him touch and soften our hearts, 
and we go to Him first because He is kind to us. Later we learn to 
know and love Him because He is infinitely perfect and sovereignly 
good in Himself; then our first motives give place to higher and better 
ones, and we love God for His own sake alone. It should be the same 
with the Enthronement. The promises of the Sacred Heart at first 
lead us to hope for personal advantages, for peace in our families, 
consolation in difficulties, abundant blessings; hut we are soon attracted 
by the King of Love, and rise above all selfish motives. 

Seeing Jesus. shamefully driven from family and. social life, 
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hearing His loving complaints and understanding the longing of His 
Heart, the family proposes to satisfy His desires and addresses Him 
in words to this effect: “You are a King, O Jesus. Your Royalty is 
insulted. You are the King of Love, yet so few love You. You have 
poured out on all mankind the treasures of Your Heart, yet You are 
ignominiously repulsed. You claim the first place in family and social 
life and you are banished from nearly every place. So, dearest King, 
to show our love for You, we acknowledge the Royalty of Your Sacred 
Heart. In reparation for the injuries and insults You receive, we 
open wide the doors of our home. You shall rule as Master and 
reign as King, Friend and Brother amongst us here. You shall be 
loved, honored, comforted and served by all.” 

This is the real spirit of the Enthronement. The members of 
the family should not look principally for their own temporal or 
even spiritual advantages. They must, above all, think of Jesus and 
try to satisfy the longing of His Heart. The beautiful words of the 
Ceremonial clearly show that the family is giving something to Our 
Lord and trying to afford Him pleasure. It is only after this is done 
that graces should be asked for. 

If we forget our own interests when making this act of loving 
reparation, Jesus will think of us and watch over us with all the 
tender compassion of His Heart. Whereas, if we seek ourselves 
more than Him, if we are selfish and ungenerous, He may keep 
back His gifts till we learn to offer Him a purer love. Those who 
perform the Ceremony through human motives have failed to grasp 
its meaning, and that is why they do not live as they might be 
expected to do after the Enthronement. In such a case it is not 
surprising that no effects are seen; and if the graces asked for are 
not granted, poor Jesus gets all the blame and finds His throne 
tottering in that home. There is a kind of grudge against Him, owing 
to the fact that, through lack of love, the Enthronement has been 
subjected to human interests. That is why we do not much care for 
the promise made by a family in great trouble to have the Enthrone- 
ment if the Sacred Heart helps them out of their difficulties. This 
is false reasoning. Never say to Jesus: “If You give, I will give 
too.” Never lay down any conditions. Begin by loving Him and 
giving all for love, and then ask Him to grant your desires. The 
answer will not be long delayed, if the grace is in accordance with 
His holy will; if not, you will certainly receive something even 
better. For the less we seek ourselves, the more we find, through 
the merciful kindness of the Sacred Heart. 

From “Emmanuel” leaflet organ of the Enthronement 
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St. Anne, the Mother of Our Lady 


Be Rd 


ECAUSE of her exalted position as the mother of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the grandmother of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, St. Anne is truly, after her holy daughter, 
the most “blessed among women” and enjoys a unique 
glory in heaven as well as an extraordinary power of in- 
tercession and a universal veneration on earth. Chosen 
by God to be the mother of her who was destined to 
become the mother of His only-begotten Son, what must 
have been the holiness and sublimity of virtue with which 
the soul of St. Anne was adorned in order that she might worthily 
fill this exalted station. Most appropriately was she given the name 
of Anne, which means grace, since she was to become the mother of 
the Mediatrix of all graces and the grandmother of the Author of 
Divine grace. 

Holy Scripture speaks no word of the holy parents of the Blessed 
Virgin, but from Christian tradition and private revelations we learn 
that their names were Joachim and Anne, that they were both de- 
scended from the royal line of David, and lived in the vicinity of 
Nazareth. Joachim attended to the vast flocks and herds which he 
owned, and Anne with devoted care and solicitude discharged the 
duties of her household. By mutual agreement, their income was 
divided into three parts. One part was offered to the Temple, for the 
worthy celebration of the Divine service and the support of. the sacred 
ministers; another part was given to the poor, who in this blessed home 
ever found a friendly refuge; and the third part was reserved for their 
own sustenance. 

They lived in most intimate communion with God, and their 
hearts burned with longing for the coming of the promised Redeemer. 
Three times a year they went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish 
feasts, and frequently made pilgrimages to Mount Carmel, to listen to 
the counsels and admonitions of the holy hermits and to join with 
other pious pilgrims in prayer and psalmody. Thus the lives of this 
holy couple reflected the most shining virtues, particularly chastity, 
piety, industry and charity toward the poor. Worthy indeed were they 
of the love and esteem of their compatriots and of the veneration 
which all Christian ages have accorded them. 

Yet, blameless and holy as were their lives, God willed to purify 
them still more and to raise them to utmost perfection through the 
crucible of suffering and humiliation. For, by reason of the exalted 
position which they were to occupy in the Divine plan, it was necessary 
that they should be raised to a most eminent degree of sanctity. 
Therefore, as gold is purified from all dross by fire, so their souls 
were rendered holy and pure by the fire of tribulation. For twenty 
long years, Joachim and Anne had the great grief of remaining child- 
less, a condition which was looked upon in those days as a disgrace 
and a mark of God’s displeasure. Moreover, it excluded them from 
the blessed hope of becoming the forbears of the Messiah —a hope 
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which was cherished by all the devout children of Israel. Reproaches 
and humiliations were therefore often heaped upon them, and it seemed 
as if they were indeed rejected by Almighty God. 

In their extremity, they resolved to make a promise to God that 
if He would grant them a child, they would dedicate it to His service. 
But as Joachim approached the Temple to make this promise solemnly 
in the court of the Lord, and to offer sacrifice, he was met by one 
of the chief priests who looked at him in scorn and asked reproach- 
fully how he, so unworthy, dared to venture to make an offering to 
God; rather, he told him, he ought to fly from the holy place, lest 
he provoke the anger of God. 

Cut to the heart by this rebuff, and feeling unable any longer to 
bear the reproaches of the people, Joachim retired into the wilderness 
where he remained five months among his flocks. And St. Anne, whose 
grief was enhanced by this unwonted absence of her husband, suffered 
great anguish and desolation of spirit at home. 

But at length the time had come for their sorrow to be turned 
into joy, for God sent an angel to announce to each of them that their 
prayers and penances had found favor in His sight, and they were to 
become the parents of a daughter who was to be singularly blessed. 
It was made known to St. Anne that this daughter was destined to 
become the mother of the Redeemer, but this knowledge appears to 
have been withheld from St. Joachim, at least for the time being. 

What must have been the sentiments of the blessed mother Anne 
during the days of her expectation! With joy and fervor of heart 
she must have striven day by day to make herself more worthy of 
this child of promise, and to enter into an ever more intimate 
communion with God. 

Tradition says that at the birth of Mary, the chamber of St. 
Anne was flooded with marvelous light and the ravishing music of 
celestial choirs was heard. How great must have been the rapture 
of the happy parents as they gazed upon the lovely face of their infant 
daughter, and with what reverent awe they must have clasped her 
in their arms and ministered to her needs. Obedient to the will of 
God, they bestowed upon her the name of Mary — that name which 
was henceforth to be the delight of the Blessed Trinity and all the 
heavenly court, the hope and consolation of all the children of Eve, 
and the terror of the demons. 

Their home was transformed into a paradise by the coming of 
this child of predilection, whose angelic loveliness ravished their hearts 
and drew them closer to God. But only for three short years were 
they to enjoy her blissful presence, for at the end of that time they 
fulfilled their vow and offered her to God’s service in the Temple. 
Great indeed must have been the sorrow of their hearts in parting with 
their dearest treasure — the child of their ardent sighs and longings, 
the joy and consolation of their declining years. But Divine love was 
stronger than parental love, and grace triumphed over natural affection. 
In their great love for God, they rejoiced that they could offer Him 
a gift so precious, and by their generosity in sacrifice showed them- 
selves worthy to be the parents of her who with heroic fortitude was 
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one day to offer the sacrifice of her Divine Son as a Victim for the 
salvation of the world. 

We do not know whether St. Joachim and St. Anne lived until 
the time of Christ, or whether they ever had the supreme happiness 
of holding in their arms the “Holy One of Israel’? whom they could 

















What home on earth, after that of Nazareth, could have been 
happier and holier than that of Mary, Joachim and Anne? 


rightly call their own Grandchild. But we do know that in heaven 
they must enjoy the very closest union with Jesus and Mary, and that 
they are crowned with a degree of glory and happiness, and a power 
of intercession unique among all the saints. And we know, too, that 
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by honoring them and invoking their aid we render honor and glory 
to Jesus and Mary, and give joy to their Hearts. 

In the Benedictine calendar, the feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne 
is celebrated jointly on the 26th of July, and the sons and daughters 
of St. Benedict rejoice in paying this united homage to the holy parents 
of our Heavenly Queen. The Roman calendar however honors St. 
Joachim by a separate feast on August 16th. In view of the fact 
that devotion to St. Anne is very popular both in this country and 
in Canada, we shall, without slighting the merits of her holy spouse, 
devote a few considerations to her alone. 


The Patron of Mothers 


Because of her unique distinction of being the mother of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the grandmother of Our Lord, St. Anne is 
regarded particularly as the model and patron of all in the married 
state who are charged with the rearing of children. She is, therefore, 
above all, the patron saint of mothers, for it is in her role of mother- 
hood that her highest and noblest title lies, as does that of every 
Christian mother. 

Having been chosen by God to be the mother of the Mother of 
Christ and the Immaculate Bride of the Holy Spirit, St. Anne is the 
perfect type of pure and noble motherhood. Fully comprehending the 
dignity and sanctity of her position, she strove with all her powers to 
fulfil it perfectly. Never, outside of the Divine Maternity of Mary 
herself, has there been a maternity so rich in blessings as that of St. 
Anne, 

Expectant mothers may find in St. Anne an exemplary model of 
conduct. Like this most noble mother, they ought to withdraw as 
much as possible from the noisy distractions of the world, and to reflect 
frequently upon the exalted dignity of motherhood and the duties and 
responsibilities which it entails. Like St. Anne, they ought frequently 
to offer their child to God, to implore for it the grace of baptism, 
and by their own pious sentiments actually prepare it for this grace. 
For as the mother and child live but one life during those months of 
intimate union, so the thoughts and sentiments of the mother cannot 
but leave their impress upon the soul of the child. Happy the child 
which even in its prenatal days is thus influenced by the noble dis- 
positions of a pious mother! How often do we not find, in the lives of 
the saints, that they were dedicated before their birth to God and 
His Blessed Mother, and thus received God’s special blessing even 
before their eyes were opened to the light of the world. 

Again, mothers will find in St. Anne a perfect model in the 
tender care with which she reared her child, whom she regarded 
as a most precious treasure entrusted to her by God. She knew 
that her child was God’s property, and from her earliest infancy 
taught her to know and to love Him above all things. And when the 
time came for her to offer this child to God, she did so with most 
noble generosity, though the parting must have caused her great 
pain. Not for an instant would she have opposed the designs of God 
or placed an obstacle to their fulfilment. What a lesson for Christian 


*, 
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parents whose too natural affection for their children causes them to 
oppose or hinder their vocation to the priesthood or the religious 
life! May they, too, regard their children as a gift from God, and 
remember that they shall one day have to render an account for each 
of them. Realizing this, ‘they will make the pious education of: thei 
‘ children their first and holiest duty, and count it the highest honor 
if God chooses one or more of them for His own service. 

Numberless examples prove that St. Anne obtains great favors 
for Christian mothers who invoke her aid. She preserves peace in 
married life, restores harmony. in discord, and often wonderfully 
changes the bad disposition of a husband or wife. She protects the 
birth of children in an extraordinary manner; bestows blessings that 
lighten the task of rearing children properly; brings wayward children 
back upon the right path; obtains the restoration of health for the 
mother when sick; preserves her precious life for her family, and 
prevents the loss of husband and father. 


A Helper in Every Need 


The learned Bollandists, who have chronicled the lives of many 
saints, tell of a pious hermit who, being tenderly devoted to the 
Blessed Virgin,.besought her aid in a severe spiritual trial. Mary 
appeared to him, radiant with glory, and said: “Since thou art lovingly 
devoted to me, I will take away all thy grief and sorrow of soul; 
but I admonish thee to venerate and praise my dearest mother also, 
if thou desirest. great graces from me, for I am highly pleased with 
the affection accorded to my beloved mother. ‘Know, also, that my 
Son, Jesus, has promised to deliver from misfortunes all who honor 
my mother, and to assist them in attaining eternal glory. My son, 
practice this devotion and make it known.’”’ -Thenceforth to every 
salutation he addressed to the Queen of Heaven, the hermit added 
the following Words: “And blessed be thy sweet mother, Anne, from 
whom thou didst assume thy virginal flesh.” 

The saintly Abbot Trithemius, in a book singing the praises of 
St. Anne, wrote: “To St. Anne God has given the power to aid in 
every necessity, because Jesus, her Divine Grandchild according to 
the flesh, will refuse her no petition, and Mary, her glorious Daughter, 
supports her every request. Those who venerate good St. Anne shall 
want for nothing, either in this life or in the next. Believe me, if 
you love and venerate this saint, you will experience how highly 
God esteems her. He grants all she asks. It. would be impossible 
to enumerate the many graces she obtains daily for her servants.” 

Countless saints will confirm this testimony, as will also the 
thousands of pilgrims who annually visit the world-famous shrine of 
St. Anne de Beaupre in Canada and the many other shrines dedicated to 
her honor, as well as the multitudes of her devoted children who in the 
privacy of their homes or before her little shrines in their local parish 
churches, have called upon good St. Anne in their needs and afflictions 
and have been helped and comforted. 


_—_—— an 
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St. Anne Helps in the Present Crisis 
— 


ACH month, the “Annals of Good St. Anne’”’ published by 
the Redemptorist Fathers, guardians of the shrine of 

St. Anne de Beaupre in Quebec, carries many testimonials 

of miraculous favors obtained through the intercession 

of the saint. Of particular interest at the present time 

are the two following incidents which were reported to 
the authorities at the shrine: — 

Writing from Belfast, Ireland, in July, 1941, a Mr. Cathal O’Byrne 
said: ‘“‘We have had a terrible time here. My sister and I had to fly, 
but we have returned back home, as there are not many hours of 
darkness these nights, and we are praying and hoping that the raiders 
may not return in the clear nights. But we go to bed with a dread 
of what might happen before morning. After the first raid I put a 
little picture of St. Anne in our front window, and gave what others I 
had to our neighbors, who did likewise with them. In the second raid 
(we were away at the time), six houses one block away were demolished 
completely, and two streets away, many houses were wrecked and six 
people lost their lives. But in our own house, and in all the houses 
in which the picture of St. Anne was displayed, there was not even a 
pane of glass broken.’ 

Private C. E. Trottier, of the Canadian Army overseas, attributes 
to the protection of St. Anne his safety during the raid on Dieppe. “I 
am a humble soldier,’’ he writes, “‘who has been with the Canadian 
Army overseas since 1940. On August 18, we were drawn up for the 
now famous attack on the French port of Dieppe. We left England 
in high spirits. I, for one, was particularly anxious to set foot on the 
country of my ancestors. At four in the morning we began to hear the 
artillery fire of the enemy; they were waiting for us a few miles from 
the port. An explosive shell hit our munition supply and our boat 
caught fire. It floundered on shore, and I saw many of my comrades 
bathed in their own blood. The flames forced us to land, and we were 
met with ceaseless fire and incendiary bombs. 





“TI managed to come through it all right and in the midst of flying ; 


bullets gave first aid to the injured. For five hours it was a veritable 
hailstorm. When the lifeboats arrived, the attack was even heavier 
from the air. I set out with a wounded man, but lost him in the sea. 

“T swam for three miles, praying the while: ‘St. Anne, save me!’ 
I was picked up by a rowboat, then put into a small barge, which 
brought me back safe and sound. 

“Many of my companions were either killed or wounded. Thanks 
to St. Anne’s protection, I was saved. I ask for her continued protec- 
tion to see me safely back home.” 


__CaOoana ana 


Prepare for the Feast of St. Anne (July 26) by a novena in her 
honor. Our booklet ‘Good St. Anne’’ contains many suitable prayers. 


See outside back cover. 
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Mary= 
Likeness 


a 


Mary-like in soul and body! 
Mary-like in mind and heart! 
Mary-like in every action — 
Child of God, how fair thou art! 
Fair to Christ and all His angels, 
Fair to earth since thou art seen 
To be like her — like MARY 


Earth's and Heaven's fairest Queen. 


Mary-like in soul! What beauty 
When thy soul is full of grace! 
What a Mary-smile will greet thee 
When thou'lt meet her face to face! 
Mary-like in body! Keeping 

All the senses in control; 

Looks and bearing both revealing 
A Mary-temple for thy soul. 


Mary-like in mind and memory! 
Sinful thoughts and fancies flee; 
Idle dreams and selfish musings 
Find no place, fair child, in thee. 
For the Mary-mind is lifted 

From all sordid thoughts, to live 
On the high and noble promptings 
That a Mary-soul would give. 





Mary-like in thy affections, 
Loving all, excluding none — 
Loving, as you think Our Lady 
Ever faithful, would have done; 
Mary-like in every action, 

In enjoyment, work or prayer, 
Watching Mary, copying Mary, 
Loving Mary, everywhere. 


Mayest thou catch her gentle manner, 
And her calm and queenly ways, 
Mayest thou learn her art of bearing 
Words of censure or of praise; 
Mayest thou learn the hidden secret 
Of her smile, so kind, so true, 

Which reflects the radiant beauty 
Of her pure soul gleaming through. 


In a word, may all the greatness, 
All the sweetness of her ways, 

All the inner grace and beauty, 
Heaven and earth delight to praise, 
Find their likeness in thine own soul, 
Child of Mary, as thou art, 

Making thee more like thy Mother, 
Ever dearer to her heart. 








Night and day, in joy and sorrow, 
Night and day, ‘neath crushing care, 
Ask of Christ true Mary-likeness, 
Through the year be this thy prayer, 
Christ will hear, and Christ will answer 
If thy pleading but ring true, 
“JESUS, make me just like MARY, 
MARY, make me just like YOU.” 


NOTE: Lovers of Mary will be happy to learn that these verses 
have been set to very appealing music, which may be procured from: — 


Mr, Louis W. Bernicken, Box 413, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 
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A Special Vocation to Become ““Mary-Like”’ 
ee Ooo 
(1) UR Blessed Lady declared of herself, “My soul doth magnify 


the Lord — and all generations shall call me blessed!” Yes, 

in truth, Mary has magnified the Lord, first of all in her own 
soul by the practice of every virtue in all its perfection, and above 
all by her love and humility. Secondly, she has magnified the Lord 
in the souls of others by increasing grace in them through her example, 
her teachings, her prayers. Mary’s whole life was nothing but one 
sublime act of adoration, a constant magnifying of the Lord. 

To serve Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament after the example of 
Our Lady is true Mary-likeness. The life of an Adorer of the Blessed 
Sacrament is in close conformity with the life of Mary, for the Adorer 
is a true “handmaid of the Lord,” and, like Mary, she magnifies Him 
in her own soul by the practice of poverty, chastity, obedience, humility 
and the other virtues. Like Mary, an Adorer of the Blessed Sacrament 
magnifies the Lord also in the souls of others, for by her prayers and 
penances she disarms the anger of God inflamed by men’s sins and 
reopens the treasures of grace, which their indifference has closed. 
By her good works, souls, created in the image of God, become more 
conformable to Christ through the abundant graces she merits for 
them, and thus the Lord is magnified. 

Young ladies interested in becoming a Benedictine Sister of 
Perpetual Adoration should not fail to write for our booklet “The 


Eucharistic Adorer,’’ which describes the life of a Benedictine Adorer 
and gives full information regarding the requirements for admittance. 


Address: Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, 0.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Spiritual Vitamins for July 
—OHO— 

1. Precious Blood, shed so profusely in the crucifixion of Jesus, make 
me die entirely to self-love. 

2. Precious Blood, shed to the very last drop by the opening of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, give me that generous love which 
sacrifices all for God. 

3. Precious Blood, sacred source from whence flow all graces, apply 
Thy infinite merits to my soul. 

4. Most Precious Blood of Jesus, cry for mercy for us to the Heavenly 
Father and deliver us. 
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[sittle [rovers’ freague 
Ke 


= LL about you, dear Little Lovers, you see trees, flowers, 
: insects, birds and animals. Every one of these things 
F: is one of God’s creatures and can teach us to know more 
jt: about Him. Look at a rose. Its delicately formed 
~ petals, so soft and shimmering, its beautiful, red, white, 
pink or golden color, its fragrant smell, delight us. We look at it 
and marvel while we reflect that God is the only Being who has the 
power to make a rose. He has created it in all its loveliness to give 
us pleasure and to show us His power and love. He makes it beautiful 
and pleasant to smell to show us His goodness and His desire to make 
us happy. 

Yes, if we think deeply, we shall see that the whole grand earth 
on which we live, and everything in it, teaches us about God. The 
little birds that make the earthso full of gladness with their sweet 
songs are singing God’s praises. They tell us that we should trust God 
as a good and loving Father who cares for us in all our needs. They 
do not worry whether they will have anything to eat or if they will 
be able to procure clothing to protect themselves from cold and wet 
weather. No, they chirp and sing as if to say, “Our Heavenly Father 
will make warm feathers grow for us and He will arrange them in 
such perfect order one against the other and will provide us with 
oil from our body to waterproof them so they will shed the rain and 
keep us snug and warm. Our Heavenly Father will make the seeds 
grow to feed us. He will create little insects and bugs for us to eat, 
and He is thinking of you at the same time and providing for you, 
too, for He has planned everything so that by making these insects 

- our food He sees to it that they are not allowed to harm and destroy 
the things you need for your food. Why do you not trust Him as 
we do? Oh, we must trust in His loving Providence.” 

Once when the Little Flower of Jesus was taking a walk she saw 
a mother hen with her little flock of chickens. She watched the little 
chicks hide in their mother’s feathers as she spread cut her wings to 
shelter them. Sometimes they would poke their little heads out from 
their mother’s breast and look out, but as soon as anyone approached 
they hid again. As the Little Flower watched, tears filled her eyes and 
she exclaimed: “Oh, how good God is! He protects and watches over 
us by His loving care just as a mother hen protects her little chickens.” 

Our Lord told us that, too, when He wept over the city of Jerusa- 
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lem because the people would not let Him show them His tender love 
and mercy. He said that He would have gathered the people to Him 
as a hen does her. little chicks, but they would ‘not let, Him. 

If we look up into the sky and ‘see the sun, that: rises évery day 
to give us light and heat and. to make things grow, we ought to: think 
of God who made the sun and who makes the earth move around it 
so that we have day and night, spring; summer, autumn and winter, 
one always regularly following the other in the same order. The 
stars, too, which are really huge suns fay, far away, move in ‘beautiful 
order, in perfect harmony, each’ keeping \its own course and never 
colliding with another. Oh, when we think of these things, we say, 
“God is almighty. God knows all things. God can do all things. 
God is infinitely perfect. He is eternal.” 

And yet, dear children, there are people who think they are 
very intelligent, who read many books and write books for others 
to read, and still refuse to believe that there is a God. They say, 
“Where is He?. We can’t see Him. We can’t hear Him. We can't 
touch Him. If there is a God why doesn’t He show Himself? These 
things came into existence just by chance.” 

No, they can’t see Him because they refuse to do so. You 
know from your catechism that God is a pure Spirit. and cannot be 
seen by bodily eyes, but we'can see Him in His works. These 
people close their minds so His works will not manifest Him to them. 
All creation is speaking to them of God. It is God’s voice, but 
they are deaf and cannot hear. They deny God’s power and say 
the wonderful world made itself. Yet, even children know that 
nothing made itself. A watch, an automobile, a cake, mention. any- 
thing you like, and you will say, “That did not make itself. Someone 
made it.” Yes, we know that these things did not make themselves, 
and we know in the same way that the sun and the earth, the flowers 
and plants, and living creatures did not make themselves either. 
God made them. 

We learn about God through His works and we can exclaim 
with a little girl who was looking at a beautiful sunset, “If it is 
so beautiful on this side of heaven, what must the other side be like?” 

But besides learning to know and to love God more through 
the things we see in nature, we can often learn lessons in different 
virtues. This spring we saw an example of real fidelity to duty, 
self-denial and perseverance in a turkey hen which had made its 
nest near a stone wall, but which was unprotected from the rain and 
hail. Soon after she began to set on her eggs the weather became 
bad, and day after day, for nearly three whole weeks, it was rainy 
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and cold. Sometimes it rained very hard too, especially during the 
night when the wind sometimes blew in gales and there were severe 
thunderstorms. But in spite of all the bad weather, the turkey stayed 
at her chosen post of duty and never left her nest for more than a 
few minutes at a time, though her feathers became soaked and she 
must have been very uncomfortable. Then, too, it must have been 
very hard for her to sit still for so long a time, for you know 
turkeys like to roam about in the fields and even to fly up into the 
trees. It made us realize, too, how many sacrifices and hardships 
a mother has to endure for her children; but she does it all most 
willingly, because of her love for them. However, a mother expects 
her children to be grateful and to show their love by being willing 
to help her and bring sacrifices for her in return. Do you do this 
for your dear mother? 

This turkey could well put to shame those who give up under the 
least difficulties and complain when things go a little wrong. But be- 
cause she persevered, she was finally rewarded by a nice flock of little 
ones that hatched from the eggs, just as we are rewarded when we 
keep on trying. 

Dear Little Lovers, look about you now during your summer vaca- 
tion, when you spend more time out of doors, and see what examples 
of virtues you can find in nature, whether among animals, or trees, 
or flowers, or even among the little insects that fly about or creep on 
the ground. You perhaps see things every day but do not pay any 
attention to them. Keep your eyes open and when you find something 
that has really taught you a good lesson, write and tell us about it. 
We will send a prize to the one who sends in the most interesting letter. 
All the letters should be in by September Ist, and we will publish the 
prize winning letter in the October issue of “Tabernacle and:Purgatory.” 


Practice: Often thank God for making this beautiful world and 
all that is in it, and ask Him to grant the gift of faith to those who 
do not believe in Him. 


Aspiration: My God, I believe in Thee. My God, I hope in Thee. 
My God, I love Thee. 


_<—~_—_—a—n 
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Apostolate! 


Consoling Booklets 


for Everyone 











Conformity to the Will of God — A booklet which Catholics and non- 
Catholics will find uplifting and comforting in any trial. 10¢ 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted — will cheer up the 
sick and depressed. Consoling prayers. 10¢ 

Magnificence of the Love of God and 

the Efficacy of Perfect Contrition — Always timely. Especially recom- 
mended for those in service of our country in danger of sudden death. 
5¢ 

Through Death to Life — An inspiring and consoling explanation of the 
sacrament of extreme unction. Manner of assisting the dying. 10¢ 


All Ye Who Mourn — will enhearten those saddened by the loss of loved 
ones. Prayers for the departed. 5¢ 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory — The Church's doctrine of purgatory. Mo- 
tives and means of assisting the poor souls. Prayers. 10¢ 


For Those Contemplating Marriage 





United in Christ — Contains a thorough and practical discussion of Chris- 
tian marriage, the marriage service and the Nuptial Mass. 10¢ 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? — Contains an abundance of help- 
ful advice and assistance in making marriage a success and for the 
Christian training of children. 10¢ 


For Non-Catholics and Prospective Converts 


Do You Know the Church? — Deals with the foundation and establish- 
ment of the Church, and fundamental points often misunderstood by 
those outside the Faith. 10¢ 


How to Find the True Church — A companion booklet to the above. 
Explains the means of recognizing the True Church founded by Christ. 
10¢ 


Rays of Catholic Truth — simple explanations of grace, sacrifice, and 
the Sacrifice of the Mass. 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Month of the Precious Blood 


Devotion to the Precious Blood — Short treatise on the Pre- 
cious Blood with many beautiful prayers. Proper of the Mass 
said on the Feast, July Ist. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Face — A touching booklet treating of the 


fruitful practice of devotion to the sacred Countenance of our 
Savior. Twenty pages of prayers. 10¢ 


Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (July 2) 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus— The promises of the Sacred 
Heart. Many prayers, acts of consecrations, Proper of the Mass 
of the Sacred Heart and litanies. 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — An expla- 
nation of the meaning, spirit and object of the Enthronement. 
Suggestions for the ceremony. 10¢ 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement — Interesting incidents 


told by Father Mateo of the marvelous results of the Enthrone- 
ment. Sketch of Father Mateo’s life. 10¢ 


Feast of the Solemnity of St. Benedict (July 1) 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God — Short account of the holy 


life and miracles of this great saint. Novena, litany and other 
prayers. 10¢ 


Feast of Our Cady of Mount Carmel (July 16) 


Sacramentals — Explanation of sacramentals used by the Church, 
particularly of the Crucifix, the Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, 
Blessed Candles, Blessed Palm, Scapulars and Medals. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All 

the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary — Honor Our Lady this 
month by making a novena or triduum in honor of her Feast 
of Mt. Carmel as well as that of the Visitation on July 2nd. 
128 pages. 15¢ 


Feast of St. Anne (July 26) 


Good St. Anne — An inspiring account of the veneration of St. 
Anne, her relics, shrine and miracles. Proper of the Mass, 
litany and prayers in her honor. 10¢ 

Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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